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applicants should bear in mind that, after the receipt of authority to
proceed to the Transvaal, they would have only a certain time within
which to proceed. It would, therefore, be well for them to be very
careful about not exceeding the time limit. In these permit regula-
tions, we see an altogether new era before the poor refugees who have
hitherto been simply robbed of honest money in endeavouring to get
what they ought to have got without the slightest trouble or expense.
Captain Fowle reminds the applicants that "there is no charge what-
soever either for application forms or permits", and adds, "Should an
applicant have any complaint against any member of the permit staff
at any time, he is requested to communicate direct with the Chief
Secretary for Permits". Refugees should note that their applications
have to be sent directly to the Chief Secretary for Permits, and not
through an agent. It will be their own fault if they spend any money
over agents or solicitors*

Indian Opinion, 8-10-1903

7.   POTCimPSTROOM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Mr* Hartley, President of the Chamber of Commerce at Potchef-
stroom, makes the following remarks in his statement to the Chamber:
The Coolie Question has engaged the serious attention of the Chamber
but, in spite of their efforts to restrict the issuing of fresh licences and con-
fine new-comers to the duly appointed Bazaars, we find new stores opened in
various parts of the town, and can get no satisfactory reply from the local
authorities as to why the Ordinance dealing with this question is not carried
into effect, We have been in communication with other Chambers to take
united action in this matter, and I would strongly urge upon the members
the necessity of leaving no stone unturned to restrict the importation of Coolies,
as they will undoubtedly prove a source of serious danger to the European
trader,
Evidently, the gentlemen at Poichefstroom have taken a leaf out
of the book of the East Rand Vigilants.1 They are very anxious to re-
move every Indian store-keeper in the township of Potchefstroom to a
Location where he cannot clo any business whatsoever. At the meeting
of the Chamber, Mr. Hartley was able to announce that,
in regard to the Coolie Question, he was able to state that the matter
was in the handtt of the higher authorities, and from what he had been told,
he believed It would be well to allow it to stand m abeyance for three months,
during which time he thought the Government would have done something
to meet the wishes of the white traders*
We: can quite understand who the high authorities arc that have
asaurcd Mr, Hartley that* at the end of three months, the Indians will
be wiped out of the township of Potchefstroom, and it is a very pretty
outlook for the poor store-keepers if the Locations arc to be what we
1 Vidt Vol. Ill, p. 376,